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MPS teacher uses defibrillator on student 
Seventh-grader collapses, is revived in gym class 
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Article Text: 

When Andy Reiser, a gym teacher at the Milwaukee Sign Language School, signed up for defibrillator training last fall, he hoped he would never have to use the life-saving machine. 

But when a seventh-grader collapsed in gym class Friday morning, Reiser knew just what to do. Doctors and paramedics say he saved the boy”s life. 

"Working with young, generally healthy people, it was one of those things you hope you never have to use it. And I figured I would never have to use it on a child," said Reiser, who has been a Milwaukee Public Schools teacher for 8 1/2 years. 

MPS supplies automated external defibrillators free, but the individual schools must pay to train staff members to use the small, portable devices that diagnose and treat cardiac arrest by applying an electric charge to the heart. 

Principal Chuck Marx said he didn”t hesitate to spend the money on training. Now he”s glad he did. 

"Andy”s actions saved minutes” in this situation every minute saved is better for the kid," Marx said. 

The class of about 30 seventh-graders, which includes both deaf and hearing students, had just finished warming up to begin a section on floor hockey when the boy fell down about 7:45 a.m. Reiser, who has taught at the sign language school for two years, quickly realized something was terribly wrong. 

He called the office and reported the emergency to the secretary, who then called for a Code Blue  sending a team of trained staff members to the gym. In the meantime, Reiser attached the defibrillator pads to the boy’s chest, and the device administered an electrical shock. Another staff member administered CPR until the paramedics arrived. 

The boy was taken to Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin, where he was sitting up and talking to his family Friday afternoon, Marx said. The boy’s name was not released. 

MPS spokeswoman Roseann St. Aubin said 84 schools have a defibrillator. They have been used four times previously at different schools, but this is the first time one was used to save a child’s life. 

Aside from training, Reiser had never used the defibrillator. He said he hopes this was the last time. 

"My prayer would be to never use it again, but it’s great to know it’s here. It really served its purpose today," Reiser said. 
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