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Wisconsin Asian Indian Organization Gives $59 K to help make 

Milwaukee Public Schools Safer
Andrekopoulos Accepts Gift for Purchasing Defibrillators at 37 MPS Schools

Milwaukee–(October 7, 2007)—Members of the Wisconsin Coalition of Asian Indian Organizations (WCAIO) formally presented a $59,000 check today to Milwaukee Public Schools (MPS) Superintendent William G. Andrekopoulos for purchasing Automated External Defibrillator Program, or AEDs, for 37 Milwaukee Public Schools.  The gift was presented in honor of the birthday of civil rights leader Mahatma Gandhi, a nationally- celebrated holiday in India. The celebration took place near an 8-foot bronze statue of Mahatma Gandhi, one of the first gifts presented by the WCAIO to Milwaukee County in 2002.  

 “Having an available AED device can make the difference—in just seconds—in helping save a life,” said Bobby Dhir, WCAIO President.  “The WCAIO is proud to help raise awareness and funds to such an important cause that can help keep parents, teachers and all of our kids safer at Milwaukee Public Schools.”

Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Louis Butler, UW – Milwaukee Provost & Vice Chancellor Dr. Rita Cheng, and Milwaukee Alderman 13th District Terry Witkowski took part in the celebrations. Also attending were Ray Harmon, Special Projects Director; Commissioner Hattie Daniel-Rush; and Ed Bailey Deputy Inspector Honor Guard representing Gov. Jim Doyle, Milwaukee County Executive Scott Walker, and Milwaukee County Sheriff David Clark respectively. The WCAIO raised $56,000 at a fundraising event last month, which was attended by Milwaukee County Executive Scott Walker, Milwaukee Mayor Tom Barrett, Wisconsin Supreme Court Justice Louis Butler, MPS Superintendent William Andrekopoulos and other dignitaries.  

The WCAIO represents sixteen non-profit Asian-Indian religious and cultural organizations in Wisconsin committed to make a difference in Southeast Wisconsin. This defibrillator campaign is the WCAIO’s sixth giving effort. In past years, the organization has contributed to several causes in Southeastern Wisconsin, including purchasing a new disaster relief van for the Red Cross – Milwaukee chapter; renaming and beautifying a portion of Milwaukee County’s Mac Arthur Square as “India-America Friendship Park”, support and funds for the 9/11 Relief Efforts, Hurricane Katrina Disaster Relief Fund, and raised money for vision care for low-income children in Milwaukee Public Schools.
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